
 
 
YOUR NAME:  Ms. Jessica Durinsky 
LESSON TITLE:  Industrial Inventions:  How the Railroad 
Conquered the West  

SUBJECT AREA: History   

GRADE LEVEL:  9th grade TIME ALLOCATION: 50 min 
OBJECTIVES:   
1. The students will evaluate and analyze how the construction of railroads during the Industrial 
Revolution contributed to the industrialization of Europe and America. 
2. The students will evaluate both the positive and negative effects that the invention of the railroads had 
on industrialized societies. 
 
STANDARDS:  
 History (Grade 9) 
3. Explain the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution with emphasis on: 
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GROUPING OF STUDENTS:   
Students will work individually on the assignment and 
during lecture. 

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE NEEDED: 
The students have just learned about the causes 
of the Industrial Revolution and the living and 
working conditions during the Industrial 
Revolution.  Students will also use their prior 
knowledge of Enlightenment ideals, such as 
equality and natural rights. 

MATERIALS:   
Video: History Channel Modern Marvels: How 
Railroads Conquered the West Video #181 
Notes Sheet for Video 
Lecture Notes 

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS: 
1. The content and strategies will be 

modified based on the individual 
students’ IEPs. 

2. Reading learning disabled children will 
be given modified assignments with 
shorter requirements or longer 
completion time. 

3. All notes will be posted online. 
INSTRUCTIONAL MODELS:  Document Based Questions/Modified Interactive Lecture  
PROCEDURES AND ACTIVITIES:  
 
SET: 
Review working conditions/spread of Industrialization with class. 
Pass out notes sheets and introduce video to class. 
 
Activity 
Video: 

• Students will be instructed to watch a video on the construction of railroads during the industrial 
revolution. 

• Students will be given a notes sheet to use for notes during the movie. 

TIME: 
 
 
5 min 
 
 
 
 
20-25 
min 
 



• After finished with viewing the video the teacher will guide the class through a discussion about the 
video using the questions on the students’ note sheets. 

 
Lecture: 

• Teacher will present lecture notes along with critical thinking questions to help students connect 
video topic to lecture topic. 

 
Close: 
Teacher will review main topics of the day, leave students with inquiry as to what the future has in store for 
industrialized countries. 

5-10 
min 
 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT:   
Lesson evaluation and assessment: The students notes will be checked during a regular notebook check. 
Authentic assessment: Student participation: the students will participate in class discussion after the video and in discussion 
during lecture. 
Formal assessment:  At the end of the unit the students will complete a 65 question multiple choice test with a take home essay. 

SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
 

!  Attach, in sequential order, the supporting materials, the actual documents (e.g., lecture notes, hand-outs, primary 
sources, worksheets, overheads) that will be used in the lesson. 

 
!  The supporting materials should include everything another person would need to implement the lesson.  Therefore, 

lecture notes should present a fairly robust amount of content knowledge, with questions inserted at point of use.  
Likewise, for discussions, anticipated guiding questions should be listed; for other teaching strategies, specific cues 
and directions should be listed at point of use. 

 
 



History Channel 
Modern Marvels: RR the conquered the west 
Video #181 
 
What were some of the general dangers associated with this new innovation in 
transportation the RR? 
 
List and describe new inventions and innovations within the RR industry?  What was the 
motivation for inventors to come up with these new inventions? 
 
Describe some of the jobs in the RR industry.  Wages?   
 
Describe working conditions? 
 
What were some of the reforms that benefited the RR industry? 
What was the result of the reforms? 




